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1642 Holies. But presently both sides had to resort to compulsion, and in the second year of the war impressment ordinances were issued by both king and parliament for the districts which they controlled. When the New Model was introduced more than half its infantry were pressed men. One result of the initial lack of enthusiasm in the rank and file was that only a small proportion of the men on the rolls could be expected to turn up at any given moment in the field.1

Two other difficulties faced the commanders on both sides. One was the intense localism which made it hard to get men to serve out of their own districts, and which consequently led to the multiplication of weak local units. " When the enemy had left their own particular quarter they thanked God that they were rid of him and returned to their usual avocations." 2 Parliament was the chief sufferer; in 1643 and 1644 it had four more or less independent armies, under Manchester, Fairfax, Waller and Denbigh, and the raising of each new one depleted the ranks of the old. This localism also gave undue weight to the local magnates. In Yorkshire the royal cause suffered because the Earl of Cumberland was supine, and in Wales because the Herberts were at feud with many of the gentry, while in Leicestershire the other side was compromised by the quarrels between the houses of Huntingdon and Stamford.3 On one point parliament was wiser than the king, for wheji a parliamentary regiment fell below strength it was usually merged in another; whereas, on the royal side, losses were supplied by the raising of new regiments and the lavish granting of commissions, so that the army was full of colonels commanding handfuls.4

1  In the summer of 1642 Essex was supposed to have 24,000 foot and 5000 horse, but at Edgehill ho numbered only somo 13,000,   In April 1643 ho started nominally with 16,000 foot and 3000 horse ; in July ho had actually only 6000 foot and 2500 horse.   The position was just as bad with the royalists.   "Firth, C7.-4., 22-3.

2  Fortescue, I. 201.                 3 Clarendon, Hist., V. 443, 445; VI. 275, 287. 4 See Warwick, 236.   Tn September 1644 Lord Cleveland's infantry brigade

in Cornwall had six regiments but only 800 men ; at Naaoby Howard's cavalry brigade had seven regiments and 880 men. Firth, G. A., 20. The same thing happened in the American Civil War, where only tho Wisconsin regiments woro kept up to strength.